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CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 0638 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, ELAB, PINS, TD 

SUBJECT: LABOR/POLITICAL CRISIS- 1000 STATUS REPORT 
MARCH 19 

REF: POS 621 AND PREVIOUS 

1. FOLLOWING YESTERDAY S POLICE DISRUPTION OF PLANNED 
UNITED LABOR FRONT (ULF) MARCH ON PORT OF SPAIN, ALL 
NON-GOVERNMENT POLITICAL PARTIES ISSUED 

STATEMENTS OF CONDEMNATION OF POLICE BRUTALITY. EVENING 
TV AND RADIO NEWS CARRIED EXTENSIVE REPORTS FROM 
SAN FERNANDO MARCH AND STATEMENTS BY POLITICAL AND 
LABOR LEADERS. EXCEPT FOR POLICE BULLETINS. 

GOVERNMENT HAS MAINTAINED ITS DEAFENING SILENCE. 

2. ARMY REGIMENT AND COAST GUARD HAVE BOTH BEEN PUT ON 
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FULL ALERT WITH FIELD RATIONS. 
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3. SOME REPORTS INDICATE CROWDS MAY HAVE GATHERED 
LAST EVENING IN SEVERAL TOWNS BETWEEN SAN FERNANDO 
AND PORT OF SPAIN AND IN AT LEAST ONE INSTANCE HAD 
TO BE DISPERSED WITH TEAR GAS. 

4. SYMPATHY ACTION BY OWTU WORKERS AT THE GENERATING 
PLANTS OF THE T&T ELECTRICITY COMMISSION HAS CAUSED 
INTERMITTENT POWER FAILURES AND LOAD SHEDDING 
YESTERDAY AS WELL AS SOME DISRUPTION IN THE SUPPLY OF 
WATER. POWER IN PORT OF SPAIN IS NOW OFF. 

5. TRINTOC AND NATIONAL PETROLEUM (NP) GASOLINE 
DELIVERIES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED AND WE ARE NOW IN 
SECOND DAY IN WHICH ALL GASOLINE STATIONS IN COUNTRY 
ARE APPARENTLY DRY. NO KNOWN GASOLINE SALES. 

6. IT HAS BEEN CONFIRMED THAT BASDEO PANJAY, 

PRESIDENT OF THE ALL TRINIDAD SUGAR WORKERS UNION, 

WAS ALSO ARRESTED LATER YESTERDAY. ALTOGETHER, 29 
PERSONS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN ARRESTED. ISLANDWIDE CANE 
FARMERS TRADE UNION PRESIDENT RAFFIQUE SHAH, THE ONLY 
MARCH LEADER WHO HAS SO FAR ESCAPED ARREST, IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE GONE UNDERGROUND TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP FOR 
THE DEMONSTRATING WORKERS. THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
LABOUR CONGRESS (TTLC) HELD AN EMERGENCY MEETING 
MARCH 18 AND DECIDED TO ISSUE A STATEMENT CALLING FOR 
THE RELEASE ON BAIL OF THE ARRESTED MARCH LEADERS. 

SO FAR THE STATEMENT HAS NOT BEEN RELEASED BUT THE 
TTLC IS MEETING AGAIN TODAY. ELEMENTS OF THE 
CONGRESS ARE REPORTEDLY DISCUSSING THE POSSIBILITY 
OF A GENERAL STRIKE TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF WEEKES 
AND HIS COLLEAGUES. 

7. ISSUE OF POLICE BRUTALITY MAY BE THEME WHICH 
GOVERNMENT'S CRITICS CAN EXPLOIT MOST EFFECTIVELY 
FOR THE MOMENT. DEGREE OF CLUBBING OF DEMONSTRATORS, 
NEWSMEN AND BYSTANDERS WITH NIGHT STICKS AND GUN BUTTS 
DOES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN EXCESSIVE IN ABSENCE OF ANY 
REPORTS THAT CROWDS ATTACKED POLICE OR EVEN RESISTED 
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DISPERSAL TO ANY DEGREE AFTER USE OF TEAR GAS. 

SEVERAL PROMINENT MEDICAL DOCTORS HAVE A 
GEJ 

YNBEYDJD# 

INTERVIEWED ON RADIO WITH STATEMENTS THAT THEY WERE 
REFUSED PERMISSION TO EXAMINE OR TREAT THE WOUNDED 
PRISONERS. 
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8. AS OF 1000 TODAY, SEVERAL HUNDRED APPARENT 
DEMONSTRATORS HAVE FILTERED ONTO PORT OF SPAIN S 
CENTRAL SAVANNAH (ON WHICH THE EMBASSY, PRIME MINSTER'S 
OFFICE, AND GOVERNOR GENERAL S RESIDENCE ALL FRONT). 

ARRIVALS ARE IN SMALL GROUPS, BUT IT UNDOUBTEDLY IS 

A PLANNED EFFORT TO ASSEMBLE A SIZEABLE GROUP. 

ACCORDING TO ONE OF THE DEMONSTRATORS, THEY WERE TOLD TO ASSEMBLE 
AND WAIT FOR INSTRUCTIONS. ONE REPORT INDICATES INTENTION IS TO 
ASSEMBLE SEVERAL THOUSAND NEAR AMERICAN EMBASSY BY EARLY 
AFTERNOON. RIOT POLICE HAVE ALREADY TAKEN UP POSITIONS IN THE 
AREA. THUS FAR NO SIGNIFICANT ANTI-AMERICAN OVERTONES HAVE BEEN 
DETECTED, ALTHOUGH "FOREIGN MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS" ARE SEEN 
AS THE BUGABOO IN UNION RHETORIC. 

9. PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS' CONTINUING INACTION IS DEFINITELY 
TROUBLING TO GOVERNMENT FIGURES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT A NUMBER 
OF JUDGES AND OTHERS ASSEMBLED QUIETLY WITH PNM ASPIRANT 
KARL HUDSON-PHILLIPS LAST NIGHT TO "TALK POLITICS." WE CONTINUE 
TO HEAR THAT WILLIAMS HIMSELF IS VIRTUALLY INACCESSIBLE RIGHT 
NOW EVEN TO MANY OF HIS TOP ECHELON. 

10. WE PLAN TO SEND TWICE-DAILY SITUATION REPORTS FOR 
NEXT FEW DAYS UNLESS SITUATION MARKEDLY COOLS. 

1 1 . LATE BULLETIN REPORTS WEEKES AND OTHER ARRESTED MARCH 18 
RELEASED ON BAIL, TO REAPPEAR IN COURT ON FRIDAY AM. 

MILLER 
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